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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

- E X C E L L E N T  -DETERIORATED XUYALTERED LORIGINALSITE 
&.GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE I 
-.FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Cornwell Farm's res idence  i s  a  handsomely proport ioned two-story, b r i ck  house 
of unusual ly  r e f i n e d  craf tsmanship.  Although erec ted  i n  t h e  period when t h e  

I 
Greek Revival s t y l e  was i n  vogue, the house i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  conse rva t ive  
having an o u t l i n e  more Georgian i n  cha rac te r .  Cont r ibut ing  t o  t h i s  e a r l i e r  
appearance i s  t h e  broad hipped roof with i t s  long r idge .  Also Georgian i n  
f e e l i n g  a r e  t h e  r e g u l a r  f ive-bay facades i r i t h  t h e i r  minimum use  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
e l abora t ion .  

One of  t h e  n o s t  outs tanding  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  is  t h e  superb  Flemish-bond 
brickwork on t h e  south  o r  main facade. Ranking with t h e  most r e f i n e d  brickwork 
of i t s  type i n  the  s t a t e ,  the  c a r e f u l l y  tooled j o i n t s  have an almost  mathematical 
p rec i s ion .  The s i d e  and r e a r  wa l l s ,  on the  o t h e r  hand, a r e  l a i d  i n  three-course  
American bond of no p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The house i s  g iven  a  somewhat pro- 
v i n c i a l  q u a l i t y  by t h e  use  o f  a  houndstooth b r i ck  corn ice  r a t h e r  than  a  more 
academic molded co rn ice  of wood. The corn ice ,  however, i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  example 
of  masonry decora t ion .  Other  brickwor!~ d e t a i l s  inc lude  t h e  sp layed  b r i c k  arches 
over  t h e  windows on t h e  no r th  facade and the  basement. The b r i c k s  i n  t h e  a rches  
a r e  o rd ina ry  ones --not gauged as  one would expect t o  f i n d  i n  a n  e igh teen th -  
cen tu ry  house. The facade and west s i d e  windows a r e  d i s t ingu i shed  by t h e i r  deep 
wooden l i n t e l s  and turned corner  blocks.  Repointing around t h e  l i n t e l s  sugges ts  
t h a t  t h e  l i n t e l s  may have been an e a r l y  a l t e r a t i o n ,  however it could be mere 
r e p a i r .  A l l  t h e  windows of  t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  have s ix -ove r - s ix  sashes  
and have very  simple, molded t r i m .  

The o u t s i d e  dimensions of  t h e  house a r e  50 f e e t  by 33 f e e t .  It is en te red  
through s i m i l a r  doorways on e i t h e r  f r o n t ;  both have r ec t angu la r  transoms and 
s i d e l i g h t s .  The transom on the  no r th  s i d e  i s  f a l s e  because of t h e  c ross ing  of  
t h e  s t a i r  landing a t  t h e  transom l e v e l .  The ornamental porch s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  
south  en t r ance  is  n o t  o r i g i n a l  bu t  i s  i n  keeping wi th  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  
of t h e  house. The on ly  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e r i o r  change i s  an a d d i t i o n  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e .  The 1% s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of a  gambrel-roofed hyphen connect ing 
a  gabled te rminal  wing s e t  perpendicular ly  t o  t h e  main house. The a d d i t i o n ,  
l i k e  the  s o u t h  porch, was added i n  1936-37 when t h e  house was r e s t o r e d  under 
t h e  supe rv i s ion  of Washington a r c h i t e c t  Theodore W. Dominick. It was intended 
t h a t  a  matching wirg be added t o  t h e  west s i d e  making t h e  house a  f a i r l y  grand 
f i v e - p a r t  d v e l l i n g ,  but  t h i s  scheme was never  c a r r i e d  ou t .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  d id  
inc lude ,  however, t h e  r ebu i ld ing  o f  t h e  west wall  which was i n  a  s t a t e  o f  near  
c o l l a p s e .  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  remarkably wel l  preserved cons ider ing  t h a t  t h e  house had s tood 
abandoned f o r  a  number of  yea r s  p r i o r  t o  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  has 
a  center -passage  p lan  wi th  two rooms on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  and a  l a r g e  p a r l o r  on 
t h e  west.  The g r a c e f u l  s t a i r  r i s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  h a l l ' s  west w a l l  and has t h r e e  
square  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ,  and a  f l a t t e n e d  ova l  handra i l .  The tu rned  newel 
pos t  i s  made d i s t in> ive  by i t s  l a r g e ,  bun-l ike top turn ing .  The doorways i n  t h e  
h a l l ,  as  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  ad jacen t  rooms, have symmetrically molded t r i m  

( see  Cont inuat ion  Sheet  s 2 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION I 
with paneled corner  blocks.  The p a r l o r  mantel ,  with i t s  carved e a g l e  and carved 
jugs, i s  of  t h e  per iod  of t h e  house but was taken from a  t ave rn  loca ted  near  
F o r t  Ticonderoga, New YorX, and was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  house dur ing  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

The second f l o o r  o r i g i n a l l y  had four  bedrooms (each with i t s  own f i r e p l a c e )  and 
a  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  The p lan  was modified somewhat during t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  bathrooms, c l o s e t s ,  and a  dress ing  room. The mantel i n  t h e  
northwest room, a  f i n e  example of a  p rov inc ia l  Federal  mantel ,  was i n s t a l l e d  
during the  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

Despite t h e  cons iderable  development of F a i r f a x  County dur ing  r ecen t  y e a r s ,  
Cornwell Farm r e t a i n s  a  p l easan t  r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  Passing i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  house 
i s  t h e  Georgetown Pike, the  f i r s t  road i n  Vi rg in i a  t o  be des ignated  a  V i r g i n i a  
By-way by t h e  S t a t e  Highway Department. The house i s  s e t  i n  a  grassy  yard 
bordered by wooden fences  and informal ly  p lanted  shrubbery and l a r g e  t r e e s .  
To t h e  n o r t h  of  t h e  house i s  a  broad, l e v e l  lawn beyond which a r e  open f i e l d s .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Cornwell Farm res idence  su rv ives  as  a  well-preserved example of no r the rn  V i r g i n i a  
antebellum p l a n t a t i o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  It i s  s c e n i c a l l y  important i n  t h a t  i t  is t h e  major 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  element t o  be seen along t h e  h i s t o r i c  Georgetown Pike, t h e  f i r s t  road i n  
t h e  s t a t e  t o  be des ignated  a  Vi rg in i a  By-way. B u i l t  i n  1831 t h e  house, w i th  i t s  
Georgian o u t l i n e ,  d i s p l a y s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  conservatism c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  reg ion .  
Despite i t s  backward-looking a spec t ,  t h e  house i s  we l l - c ra f t ed - - i t s  Flemish-bond b r i ck -  
work i s  excep t iona l ly  f i n e ,  being of a  q u a l i t y  comparable t o  t h e  f i n e s t  townhouses of  
Georgetown o r  Alexandria.  

Cornwell Farm was e s t a b l i s h e d  on land t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  Lord F a i r f a x ' s  Grea t  
F a l l s  Manor. Sec t ions  of  t h i s  land were bought and made i n t o  a  farm by John Jackson 
as e a r l y  a s  1801. T h i r t y  yea r s  l a t e r  Jackson began cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  house 
t o  serve  a s  a  home f o r  h i s  daughter ,  J u l i a  Jackson Davis (Mrs. Char les  M. Davis).  The 
house apparent ly  was cons idered  a  high-qual i ty  bu i ld ing  i n  i ts  time, f o r  i t s  f i r s t  
insurance v a l u a t i o n ,  $1850.0Q w s  a comparat ively high f igu re .  A t  t h e  time t h e  house 
was cons t ruc ted ,  t h e  proper ty  was known a s  t h e  Mine Ridge t r a c t .  It was l a t e r  c a l l e d  
F a i r v ~ e w  and i t  acqui red  i t s  p re sen t  name a f t e r  t h e  War Between the  S t a t e s  when t h e  
proper ty  was ,purchased by B. F. Cornwell. 

During t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  Union s o l d i e r s  bivouacked on t h e  property.  P r i o r  
t o  the  j e s t o r a t i o n  t h e  names of  s o l d i e r s  i n  companies from New York, Connect icut ,  
New Je r sey ,  and o t h e r  no r the rn  s t a t e s  remained insc r ibed  on t h e  whitewashed p l a s t e r  
walls .  The house s tood  abandoned u n t i l  1936 when i t  was purchased by M r .  and Mrs. 
Robert Thompson P e l l .  M r .  P e l l ,  a  c a r e e r  fo re ign  s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r ,  was of t h e  P e l l  
family of F o r t  Ticonderoga, New York. The P e l l s  engaged Washington a r c h i t e c t  Theodore 
w.' Dominick t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  house and make add i t ions .  The p resen t  owners of Cornriell 
Farm, which now inc ludes  8.562 a c r e s ,  a r e  M r .  and Mrs. Donald Opstad. 
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"Cornwell Farm," i n  Yearbook, f air fax County H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  Inc . ,  Vol V I I .  
F a i r f a x ,  County oE. "His to r i c  Landmarks Survey". June 30, 1971. 
F a i r f a x  County Land Tax Books, 1795 - 1836; T J i l l  Book S, p. 495 (1838). 
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ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 
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AS the designated State Historic Preservation 3fficer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) .  1 
hereby nominate this propetty forjnclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 
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